
RESOLUTION NO. 22162
A RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE CLOSURE OF THE MOCCASIN BEND MENTAL HEALTH INSTITUTE.

WHEREAS, Moccasin Bend Mental Health Institute (“Moccasin Bend”) has been an integral part of our community since 1961, providing essential health care services to the mentally ill; and

WHEREAS, Moccasin Bend provides a critical safety net to our community by providing health care services to mentally ill patients that private care providers in our community do not have the facilities to provide; and

WHEREAS, Moccasin Bend not only services Hamilton County, but has a catchment area covering twenty-two (22) other counties as well; and

WHEREAS, the nearest Regional Mental Health Institute operated by the State of Tennessee other than Moccasin Bend is Lakeshore Mental Health Institute, located in Knoxville, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, over the past several years, a very high percentage of its adult care licensed beds have been consistently filled at Moccasin Bend; and

WHEREAS, there have been recent statements from the Office of the Governor of the State of Tennessee to the effect that consideration is being given to closing Moccasin Bend; and

WHEREAS, the closure of Moccasin Bend would result in an extreme hardship upon the family members of those patients who would otherwise be treated at Moccasin Bend, the law enforcement resources of our community, as well as our community in general;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That the City Council of Chattanooga is hereby opposed to the closure of Moccasin Bend; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a certified copy of this resolution be delivered to the Governor with the request that Moccasin Bend remain open for the continued care of the mentally ill of Hamilton County and the other counties within its twenty-three (23) county catchment area.

ADOPTED:
June 1, 1999
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